
Pin Designs for 2025 Canada Summer Games:
Call for Submissions from Indigenous Artists

First Light is seeking proposals from Indigenous designers for enamel pins that will be
distributed for the St. John’s 2025 Canada Games taking place August 8-25,2025.
These designs may also be incorporated into a larger art piece to commemorate the
Games.

There will be six (6) artworks selected, one from each of the following groups:

● Miawpukek First Nation
● Qalipu First Nation
● Nunatsiavut
● NunatuKavut
● Innu First Nation
● Urban Indigenous Peoples

Successful applicants will be paid a $4000 artist fee (+HST if applicable) for the use of
their artwork, in perpetuity. All successful artworks will be reviewed/digitized by a
graphic designer to ensure the integrity of the design is maintained when translated to
different mediums.

Designs must draw inspiration from the communities they represent, with consideration
of lived experience, nature, culture, community, and history.

Submissions will be reviewed by either the community representatives on the
Indigenous Steering Committee or the Arts and Culture team at First Light. Five designs
from each community will be “shortlisted” for consideration by the Indigenous Steering
Committee for the 2025 Canada Games.

Deadline for submissions is Friday April 19, 2024 at 5PM Newfoundland Standard Time.
Successful applicants will be informed in July 2024, and will have until September 2024
to work with the graphic designer on final revisions. Final designs will be unveiled at the
opening ceremonies for Spirit Song Festival, on November 19th in St John’s
Newfoundland and Labrador. Pins will be manufactured in the spring of 2025 and
available to collect at different sites of the 2025 Canada Summer Games that August.



PROJECT GUIDELINES

● Digital submissions must be high resolution (300 PPI or higher)
● Hand Drawn submissions will also be accepted, when scanned and included in

the application package (more information below)
● Manufactured pins will be 1 1/8" - 1 1/2" in size.
● Color Choices: Enamel pin designs should have solid colors with no shading
● Writing: Writing should be minimal so that it can still be read when scaled to

pin-size.
● More helpful tips on design here: Points for Lapel Pin Design
● For further questions about design choices, please contact

natasha@firstlightnl.ca.

ELIGIBILITY

● Artists must be from, and/or a member of the community they are representing in
their design. Artists must write a brief summary of their community affiliation with
their application.

WHAT WE PROVIDE

● An artist fee of $4000 (plus HST where applicable)
● Connection to a professional graphic designer for finalization of the design
● Coordinating with the 2025 Canada Games Host Society for all manufacturing

and distribution of pins
● Scheduled information sessions and ongoing project support as needed

APPLICATION PROCESS

Submissions should be sent via email to natasha@firstlightnl.ca with the subject line:
“Artwork Proposal - Canada Games Pin Project”. If possible, we ask that proposals be
sent as one PDF document, with links to external resources (like videos) where needed.
Proposals should include:

● Name, email, mailing address, and phone number.
● A brief description of your practice and interests (max. 500 words)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qpso64Ly-gvyo1_QHRt_0fPkrQYL90CX/view?usp=sharing
mailto:natasha@firstlightnl.ca
mailto:natasha@firstlightnl.ca


● A brief description of your affiliation to the community you intend to represent in
your work (max 250 words)

● A brief description of your intention for the artwork (max 250 words)
● Concept sketches or designs for the proposed pin design (max 2 designs per

applicant)
● We recommend that submissions include a larger view of the design (full page at

8.5” x 11”, in any shape or size) and a smaller “to scale” view of the design, so
that the selection committee can view how it will translate to the pin itself, the
artwork inspired by the pin designs, and any accompanying promotional
materials of various sizes.

● An example of previous work. You may include a link to video clips with
accompanying descriptions. (max. 10 min)

● Confirmation of your ability to complete the finalized work within the above
timeline.

SCHEDULE

2025 Canada Games - Pin Project for Indigenous Artists
Item Date Link/Notes

Info Session - General, Public March 22, 12pm meet.google.com/quy-swvs-zkm

Info Session - Nunatsiavut March 25, 12-1pm meet.google.com/hsg-irtr-kif

Info Session - Innu First Nation March 25, 4:30-5:30pm meet.google.com/iwx-ssbt-app

Info Session - NunatuKavut March 26, 12-1pm meet.google.com/gxj-pgkd-iyq

Info Session - Qalipu First Nation March 26, 4:30 - 5:30pm meet.google.com/xuh-comz-gpi

Info Session - Miawpukek First Nation March 27, 4:30-5:30pm meet.google.com/adi-aqge-kjx

Info Session - Urban Indigenous
Peoples March 28. 12pm-1:30pm meet.google.com/sfj-grwk-mbz

Proposals for Pins Due
Friday April 19, 1pm NL
Time submit to natasha@firstlightnl.ca

Successful Applicants Notified Friday July 26th, 5pm notified via email

Deposits paid to successful
Applicants Friday August 30th, 2025 50% via Direct Deposit

Work with graphic designer to finalize
for manufacturing September 2024

Designs unveiled at Spirit Song
Tuesday November 19,
2024 Opening Ceremonies

https://meet.google.com/quy-swvs-zkm?hs=122&authuser=0
https://meet.google.com/hsg-irtr-kif?hs=122&authuser=0
https://meet.google.com/iwx-ssbt-app?hs=122&authuser=0
https://meet.google.com/gxj-pgkd-iyq?hs=122&authuser=0
https://meet.google.com/xuh-comz-gpi?hs=122&authuser=0
https://meet.google.com/adi-aqge-kjx?hs=122&authuser=0
https://meet.google.com/sfj-grwk-mbz?hs=122&authuser=0


Remaining Artist Fees Distributed
Tuesday November 19,
2024 50% via Direct Deposit

2025
Pins Manufactured Spring 2025

Pins Shipped June 2025

Pins Distributed at 2025 Canada
Games Aug 8-25 2025

First Light is dedicated to the strengthening and revitalization of Indigenous arts and
culture. We encourage applications from contemporary and traditional Indigenous
artists, art groups, clubs, businesses, LGTBQ2S+ artists, disabled artists, and artist
collectives. Collaborations are permitted, with division of artist fee strongly encouraged.
We aim to be as accessible as possible, and will do our best to accommodate your
individual needs.

More information and helpful tips on pin designs can be found on this document created
by the manufacturer, The Pin People: Points to Designing a Lapel Pin

To submit questions in advance of the meeting, please fill out this Google Form:
Enquiries: 2025 Canada Games Pin Project.

A general information session will be held on Friday March 22 and 12pm Newfoundland
Standard Time - Click Here to join the meeting.

We will respond directly to your questions in advance if time allows, but we will also
make answers available to all interested parties by adding questions and their answers
to this document: Pin Project Frequently Asked Questions, with most recent questions
at the top of the document, with dates included for their addition.

Deadline to submit: Friday April 19, 2024, 5pm Newfoundland Standard Time.

Please send queries and applications to natasha@firstlightnl.ca and indicate “2025
Canada Games Pin Design” in the subject line.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qpso64Ly-gvyo1_QHRt_0fPkrQYL90CX/view?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/SfdrJNDmT9gG5E499
http://meet.google.com/quy-swvs-zkm
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WTMsF1vgyx7J2Lfi4IRmV9xn4XoC-dnnIZwoQskrSOI/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:natasha@firstlightnl.ca

